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JAMES  ANGUS,  M*B.  ,  CH.B.  ,  B.HY.  ,  D.P.H. 


To  and  Members  of  _the  Council . 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

T  "to  place  in  your  hands  the  annual  report  of  the  Medical 
Ofiicer  of  Health  for  the  year  1939>  relating  to  the  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  district  and  on  the  working  of  the  health 
services  of  the  area. 

•  ,  Tor  this  Year  ~.as  it  raay  well  continue  to  be  so  for  an 

maeiimte  period,  -  an  epitome  of  the  year’s  work,  and  on  the 
recommendation  oi  the  Minister  of  Health,  in  view  of  the  increasing 
pressure  or  work  in  Public  Health  Departments,  the  matter  contained 
therein  is  confined  to  essentials  and  little  else. 

it  should  be  here  recorded  that  in  this  year  the  administration 
ol  the  Public  Health  Department  passed  from  a  Medical  Officer 
permitted  to  engage  in  private  practice  to  one  debarred  by  the  terms 
oi  his  appointment  from  so  doing  and  my  duties  as  the  first  holder 
of  the  office  commenced  on  1st  October,  1939. 

The  last  quarter  of  1939  therefore  afforded  only  sufficient 
time  to  obtain  but  a  fleeting  glance  of  this  large  rural  area  -  long 
enough  however  to  discern  that  the  chief  spot  of  insalubrity  lay  in 
the  extreme  north  east.  Unfortunately,  the  advent  of  the  war  has 
necessarily  postponed  the  continuation  of  the  extensive  housing  and 
reconditioning  programmes  already  outlined,  and  so  desperately  needed 
m  some  parts  oi  the  district,  in  order  to  attain  a  decent  and  proper 
standard  of  environment  and  amenity  for  the  inhabitants  in  which  to 
live . 


I  am  grateful  for  the  consideration  extended  me  in  the  process 
of  hanaing  over  from  my  predecessor  in  office,  Dr.  Stenhouse,  and 
the  ready  assistance  granted  me  by  the  Sanitary  Officers  of  the 
department. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


JAMES  ANGUS, 


December,  1940. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Rural  District  Council  of  Morpeth. 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OR  MORPETH. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  James  Angus?  M.B.?  CH.B.?  B.HY.?  D.P.H. 

(appointed  1st  October?  1939) 

G.  B.  Stenhouse,  M.B.?  CH.B. 

(appointment  relinquished  30th  Sept. 1939) 

Sanitary) 

Housing  ^Inspector  Senior. Mr. T.  T.  Watson, (R .3 .1 .  &  3.I.J.B.  Certs 
Meat  )  (Meat  Inspectors  Certs. 

Sanitary ) Inspector 

Meat  ) (additional) ...  Mr.  J.  Coates.  (R.S.I.  &  S.I.J.B.  Certs. 

(Meat  Inspectors  Certs. 


Offices.. .  Dacre  Street,  Morpeth. 

Telephone  .  Morpeth  24* 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OP  MORPETH . 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF.  HEALTH 

FOR  1939. 


SECTION  A. 

ILLS  t  A£SLjmd__  S  o  cial  Conait  i  ons_  n  f  the  Are  a . 
Area,  in  acres  -  79,193- 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of 

(a)  Resident  population  mid  1939 .  15390 

(bj  Average  population  according  to  the 

calculation  of  death  rates . .  15910 

Area  comparability  factor  . .  '  1#09 

Rateable  value  -  £65,503. 

One  penny  rate  produces  -  £260. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1939)  -  4258 

Vi  tf.l  -  .Statistics . 

Births:- 


T~r|Vp-?'  l°iai  Male  Female. 

Legitimate .  232  113  -Hq 

Illegitimate .  84  4 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 


-  1 


Still  Births . 
Legitimate^ 


Total 

9 


Male 

‘IT 


Female . 


Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  *-  36. 188- 
Deaths:- 


5 


Total 

TB5" 


Male 

ToJ 


Female . 
^2~ 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  average  population  -  11.63 
Death  Rate  multiplied  by  areal  comparability  factor  -  12.68 


5.59. 
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Deaths  from  puerperal  causes (headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar 
General’s  short  list)  - 


Deaths  Rate  per  1  , 

000 

total 

( live 

and  s 

till)  births. 

No 

.29  Puerperal  sepsis .  0 

0. 

0 

No 

.30  other  puerperal  causes.  1 

3. 

94 

Total .  1 

3. 

94 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age:*- 

All  infants  per  1  ,000  live  births . 

53-06 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births 

•  •  •  m 

54-85 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live 

births 

0.0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . 

17 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 

1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) . 

1 

The  Registrar  General  Supplies  the  following: 

-» 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  19^9 . 

Cause s^  of  Death. 

Male 

Female . 

1 . 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

1 

— 

2. 

Measles 

- 

- 

3  • 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

- 

4* 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

5  • 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6 . 

Influenza 

1 

1 

7- 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

- 

8. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

- 

1 

9  • 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

6 

5 

10. 

Other  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

11 . 

Syphilis 

— 

- 

12. 

General  Paralysis  of  insane  Tabes  etc. 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer ,  malignant  disease. 

11 

11 

14* 

Diabetes 

1 

- 

15- 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

7 

7 

16. 

Heart  Disease 

25 

29 

17- 

Aneurysm 

- 

— 

18. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

4 

1 

19. 

Bronchitis 

4 

2 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

5 

21  . 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

22. 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

— 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

1 

.  — 

24. 

Appendicitis 

mm 

- 

25- 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

- 

- 

I 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Male 

Female 

26.  Other  diseases 

of  liver  etc. 

- 

2 

27.  Other  digestive 

diseases 

1 

1 

28.  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

6 

1 

29*  Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

1- 

30.  Other  puerperal 

causes 

— 

1 

31 •  Con.  deb:  prem: 

birth,  etc. 

4 

2 

32.  Senility 

3 

5 

33*  Suicide 

1 

— 

34-  Other  Violence 

7 

2 

35«  Other  defined  diseases 

11 

4 

36.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

— 

37*  Diarrhoea  (2  years  and  over) 

*• 

— 

103 

^  _82_ 

Total  . . 

. .  185 

Male 

Female 

Deaths  of  infants 

(Legitimate  . . .  . 

9 

4 

under  1  year. 

(Illegitimate  . . < 

— 

— 

• 

Totals  . 

9 

4 

Live  Births. 

(Legitimate  . . . . . 

113 

119 

(Illegitimate .  .  .  . 

_j± 

Totals . 

117 

123 

— - 

Still  Births. 

(Legitimate  . 

4 

5 

(Illegitimate  ... 

■ 

— 

Totals 

4 

5 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  - 

zJ£22 

Total 

Total 

Causes  Und 

1-2  2-3  3-4  under 

1-3 

3-6  6-9 

9-12 

under 

of  death.  1  wk 

wks  wks  wks  1  mth 

mths 

mths  mths 

mths 

1  yr. 

V/ho oping  Cough 

- 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Diarrhoea  & 

enteritis 

-  1  -  1 

- 

-  - 

— 

1 

Premature  birth  2 

1  -  -  3 

- 

y-» 

— 

3 

Deb:  Marasmus  1 

-  -  -  1 

- 

-  - 

— 

1 

Con:  malform- 

ations 

1  -  -  1 

— 

-  - 

1 

2 

Meningitis 

non  Tubercular  - 

-  -  -  - 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

-  -  -  - 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

-  -  -  - 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Total  3 

2  1-6 

1 

2  2 

1 

12 

5- 


No  deaths  were  registered  as  being  due  to  -  Measles,  Diphtheria? 
Meningitis  Tubercular?  Abdominal  Tuberculosis?  Atalectasis?  Injury 


at  birth?  Erysiplas?  S 

yphilis,  Convulsions, 

Bronchitis 

• 

SECTION  B. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  obtained  at 

the  County 

Laboratory? 

Newburn.  The  extent 

to  which  the  facilities  have  been  utilized 

is  shown  below: - 

Specimens  sent  in  by 
Practitioners'. 

Tubercle 

Sputa 

Heg. 

9 

Pos. 

2 

M.O.H. 

Swabs  for  C. 
Diphtheria 

44 

5 

Practitioners. 

do. 

21 

M.O.H. 

Faeces . 

4 

— 

Practitioners. 

do. 

2 

2  (Dysenteriae 

M.O.H. 

Urine 

4 

Flexner  and 
B.  Para  B.) 

Practitioners 

Blood 

2  ( enteric] 

)  1  (Br.  abortus 

M.O.H. 

Swabs  for 

Haemolytic 

1 

2 

Practitioners . 

Streptococcus 

do. 

2 

7 

M.O.H. 

Virulence  test 

1 

2 

Practitioners . 

for  B.  Diph. 
do . 

1 

3 

Practitioners 

Throat  Swab* 

1 

- 

Practitioners . 

Miscellaneous 

1 

mmm 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  industrial  portion  of  the  district  is  well  covered  for 
ambulance  wagons  as  follows:-  Broomhill  1$  Stobswood  1;  Pegswood  1 
all  belonging  to  colliery  welfares.  The  colliery  villages  of 
Lynemouth,  Ellington  and  Linton  are  served  by  the  ambulances  based  on 
Ashington  Hospital.  During  the  last  quarter  of  1939  the  ambulance 
wagon  of  the  Ashington  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  has  been  requisit 
ioned  for  infectious  cases. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

There  are  district  nurses  stationed  as  follows :- 

Broomhill  2;  Mitford  1;  Meldon  1;  Pegswood  1;  Widdrington  1; 
Cambo  1;  Felton  1;  Longhirst  1;  Longhorsley  1. 


HOSPITALS. 


There  are  neither  public  nor  voluntary  hospitals  in  the  area. 
There  is  however  St.  George’s  Colony  situated  within  the  area  and 
belonging  to  the  M.D.  Committee  of  the  N.C.C. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA. 

Water  -  Extension  of  water  mains  have  been  carried  out  at  Hepscott, 
Stobswood  and  Grangemoor,  Widdrington* 

Two  additional  Fire  Hydrants  have  been  fitted  on  to  the  water 
main  at  Ellington  and  one  at  Hepscott* 

The  water  supply  to  Longhirst  Village  from  the  Blubbery  Springs 
has  been  discontinued  and  is  now  taken  from  the  Tynemouth  Mains. 

Water  services  have  been  laid  into  the  following  houses 


Coastguard  Cottages,  Ores swell  2 

Uigham  Park  Farm  Cottages .  4 

Meldon  Estate  Cottages .  10 

Uigham  Grange  Cottages .  5 

Linden  Estate .  6 

Whemley  Burn  Farm  Cottages....  1 


Total 


28 


7- 


18  Samples  of  Water  have  been  taken,  15  submitted  for 
Bacteriological  Examination  and  3  for  Chemical. 

Fenr other  Bore  hole  ~  Pump  tests  were  made  at  this  Bore  Hole  and 
the'results  were  very  disappointing,  i.e.  the  amounts  fell  far  short 
of  expectations. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  -  the  following  new  works  were  carried  out 
during  the’  year  - 

New  drainage  throughout  Middleton  Village. 

New  drainage  and  septic  tanks,  Low  Heighiey. 
i?  "  u  "  u  Meldon  Old  Vicarage. 

"  11  ”  n  ,f  Hagg  Farm,  Ellington. 

11  ,i  u  !i  "  Coastguard  Station,  Cressv/ell. 

Cresswell  Road  houses,  Ellington,  (30)  connected  to  new  sev/er 
and  cesspools  dispensed  with. 

Rivers  and  Streams  -  The  sewage  effluent  (untreated)  from  North 
Br 0 omh i  1  l"~fAlnwi ck  Rural  District)  still  continues  to  discharge 
into  the  stream  that  passes  Hadstone  Farm;  negotiations  with  a  view 
to  the  abolition  of  this  nuisance  with  the  Council  concerned  are  in 
progress. 

Closet  Accommodation.  Conversions  to  Water  Carriage. 

Middleton  Village. .....  7 

Rural  Workers  Houses...  22 


Ellington . 4 

Espley  Estate . .  8 

Meldon .  1 

Catchburn . 1 

Red  Row .  2 

Muckley .  1 

Shadfen . .  .  1 

Cresswell .  1 


Total. ...  48 


Public  .Cleansing. 

Public  cleansing  is  carried  out  by  contract.  The  following 
improvements  were  carried  out:~ 

Ashbins  provided. . . .  157 

Ashpits  abolished...  43 
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Shops »  -  No  action  has  been  found  necessary. 

Camping  Sites 

l)  The  number  of  sites  used  for  camping  during  1939  is  20. 

2,)  The  number  of  sites  for  which  the  licence  was  renewed  is  8. 

3)  The  estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  is  250. 

The  above  figures  do  not  include  the  permanent  Y.M.C.A.  Camp 
at  Cresswell.  This  camp  houses  about  3&0  children  and  staff. 

Smoke  Abatement.  -  There  has  been  no  nuisance,  nor  any  action  taken. 

Swimming  Baths  -  None  in  the  area. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(1)  Number  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  during  the 
year  v/as  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  private  houses  found  to  be  infested  during  the 
year  was  one,  which  was  disinfected. 

(3)  The  method  employed  for  disinfecting  houses  is  by  means 
of  “Zaldecide"  as  a  spray. 

(4)  The  methods  employed  for  ensuring  that  the  belongings  of 
tenants  are  free  from  vermin  before  removal  to  Council  houses  is  by 
ascertainment  and  as  under  (3)« 

The  work  was  carried  out  by  Council  employees. 

Schools  - 

Schools  number  19*  and  all  water  supplies  are  carefully 
supervised  and  are  sufficient. 
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SECTION  L.  i 
) 

j 

Housing.- 


Houses  re-conditionecL  under  th 
as  follows o- 

TempJLe  Thornton .  2 

Whemley  Burn .  1 

Harelaw .  1 

Grangemoor  Hartburn .  2 

Hill  Top,  Longwitton .  3 

Longwitton .  1 


e  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act  are 


Needless  Hall  Moor. . 2 

Longwitton  Hall  Cottage...  1 

Cresswell  Home  Harm .  6 

Me  Id  on  Lodge .  1 

Ellington  West  Moor .  2 

Linden  Estate .  5 


Total  27 


Numbeip  of  New  Houses  Erected  during  the  year  1939 » 


fa)  By  Local  Authority  (with  state  assistance)...  88 

(b)  -By  other  Bodies  or,  Persons  (unaided) .  35 

Total .  123 


Under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act  two  houses  have  been 
built  at  Hepscott. 

Improvements  to  Property  -  Luring  the  year  many  improvements  have 
been  carried  out  to  property  voluntarily  and  after  informal  notices* 


SECTION  E. 

; 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOL. 

I 

Milk  Supply  - 

No.  of  Gowkeepers  (registered)  in  district  ....  98 

Approximate  number  of  cows  kept . 1420 

52  samples  have  been  taken  and  submitted  to  the  County 
Laboratory  at  Newburn. 

25  samples  satisfied  both  Methylene  Blue  and  B*  Coli  Tests. 
9  samples  satisfied  B.  Coli  test  only. 

7  samples  satisfied  Methylene  Blue  test  only. 

11  samples  failed  both  tests. 

5  samples  were  positive  Tuberculosis. 

13  Cows  Y/ere  slaughtered  under  the  Provisions  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

.  i 

i 

* 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


Food  Inspection* 


Unsound  Food. 

Be  e  f ~Xh  ome-k  idled) 


Surrendered . 
40  stones. 


Mutton  (Home-killed) 


5 


Organs  and  Offals 


5 


Seized 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER ,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES . 


T/here  cases  of  infectious  disease  require  hospital  treatment, 
facilities  are  obtainable  the  usual  rates  at  the  City  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  dyne  or  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital,  Ashington,  in  the  latter  of  which  nine  where  treated  during 
1939. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  one  shot  method  of  endeavouring  to  obtain  protection 
against  this  serious  malady  hitherto  employed  in  this  area,  has 
been  superseded  by  the  introduction  of  a  procedure  which  requires 
two  inoculations  at  an  interval  of  not  less  than  four  weeks.  By 
this  new  method  which  causes  no  inconvenience  to  the  subject,  a 
much  greater  amount  of  protection  is  obtained  and  the  immunity  conferred 
possesses  a  more  lasting  effect.  Despite  the  fact  that  facilities 
have  been  offered  by  the  Morpeth  Rural  District  Council  since  1936, 
no  advantage  has  been  taken  of  these  by  parents  or  guardians  during 
the  present  year.  The  age  groups  of  children  most  susceptible  to 
the  ravages  of  this  dangerous  disease  are  those  containing  children 
from  1-5  years,  (pre-school  children)  and  5  -  10  years  (elementary 
school  children).  Fatalities  occur  in  greater  measure  in 
unprotected  children  in  these  two  groups,  and  it  is  to  be  noted  that 
in  immunized  children  the  chances  of  a  fatal  issue  are  infinitesimal 
should  they  have  the  bad  luck  to  contract  diphtheria. 

Diphtheria  is  a  preventable  disease  and  by  the  adoption,  in  a 
more  universal  fashion,  of  those  protective  measures  by  parents  and 
guardians  for  their  children  and  charges,  the  presence  of  this  malady 
amongst  the  child  population  would  be  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
banished. 
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Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Gases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital. 

Total 

death 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

2 

— 

Diphtheria 

17 

13 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

17 

— 

9 

Erysipelas 

8 

— 

- 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

- 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

— 

— 

TABLE  SHOWING  ANALYSIS  OP  NOTIFIED  CASES  OP  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS. 

65  & 


Disease. 

1  yr. 

1- 

2- 

3" 

4- 

5“ 

10- 

15- 

20- 

33- 

45- 

over 

Total 

Scarlet 

1 

2 

1 

11 

9 

l 

11 

MM 

— 

MM 

18 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Ml 

1 

1 

6 

6 

1 

1 

16 

Enteric  Fever 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

4 

- 

- 

1+ 

3 

1 

- 

16 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

1 

1 

MM 

MM 

2 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

3 

1 

8 

Cerebro 

Rninal 

1 

l 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 


3 


1  Pneumonia  was  notified  without  age,  and  1  diphtheria. 


TUBERCULOSIS . 


New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1939- 


Age 

Periods 


New 

Resp. 

M.  P. 


Cases 

Non^Resp. 

M.  P. 


.Deaths. 

Resp.  Non-Resp 
M.  P.  M.  P 


0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35“ 

45“ 

55“ 

65  and 
upwards 

Totals 


2 

3  4 

2 
1 


6  6 


1  1 

3 

1 

2  4 


l 

1 

2 

1  1 

2  1 

1' 


6  4 


1 

1 


Non-notified  Tuberculosis  Deaths  ....  5 

Notified  Tuberculosis  Deaths.........  12 

Total  Tuberculosis  Deaths . .  17 
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81. R l?j— ! _ .PEA IT- -Ra Tiii S ,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY,  MATERNAL  MORTATTTY 
MB.  OASEJJ2m  FOR . CERTAIN  mMH  I,  A 


PS0nSI0ML_FIGURE8  JfASED  ON  WEEKLY  AND  QUARTERLY  RETURNS 


England 

and 

y»;?ales 


126c.  Bs. 
and  (Great 


Towns 


including 

London 


148  Smaller 
Towns 

Resident  Pop 
25,000  - 
50,000  1931 
Census 


Live  Births 
Still  i( 

Deaths 
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